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By Don Oberdorfer 

•Washington Post Staff Writej 

The United- States deployed its mili- 
tary forces for political impact abroad 
at least 215 times in the three decades 
since the end of World War II, an ex- 
tensive study by the Brookings Insti- 
tution -reported yesterday. 

During the same period the Soviet 
Union deployed its military units on 
at least 115 occasions, based, on less 
complete reporting, the study sai(L 
v The United States ‘‘show of force” 
'by ships/, aircraft or troops was suc- 
cessful in most cases from the view- 
point of -the policymakers who or- 
dered it — but this usually “bought 
time” for further, decisions or actions 
without changing the situation in fun- 
damental ways, according to the study 
by Brookings’ Barry M. Blechman and 
Steven S. Kaplan. Their report was 
-the product of two years research on 
a $180,000 contract of the Pentagon’s 
Advanced Research Projects Agency. 

The Korean and Vietnam wars as 
well as routine military operations 
were excluded from the study, which 
focused on the use of military force to 
influence the behavior of another na- 
tion without engaging in a continuing 
contest of violence. In most cases, the 
action was limited to the threat of 


force, with no shots having been fired. 
.. Blechman, who is serving ' as tran- 
sition aide for the Carter administra- 
tion with the. Office of Management 
and Budget, said in an interview that 
' he was surprised at, the large niimber 
of incidents in which U.S. “show of 
force” was employed. The Brookings 
research and report Were based on un- 
classified. Sources, but Blechman said 
a study using secret materials by the 
Center for*; Naval Analysis produced 
a strikingly similar list. 

• Among the incidents listed by 
Brookings researchers was the posi- 
tioning of ' a U.S. naval task force off 
Brazil in early 1964 to' support a coup 
by that country’s armed forces against 
the leftist government of President 
Joao Goulart. The maneuver was re- 
ported in detail in^ The Washington 
Post last week on the basis of re- 
cently declassified documents from 
the Lyndon B. Johnson presidential li- 


brary. 


i 

One of the earliest incidents was the 
dispatch of the 'battleship Missouri to 
Turkish waters in early 1946, ostensi- 
bly to return the body of the Turkish 
ambassador who had died in Washing- 
ton (but was. actually to deter threats 

' See FORCE, A8, Col 1 



& Qi 

. 0 ,S£c< 

8 2.'®s s» 


f 


PI' 
g S"|^| 

r 5 'la 

g^3? 

2 0 5 £ 

Ss*** s 

*»§s=5 

® P5’S 


SgS'l S 
“§3 8-" 



G P_, P L_J 

SS13 

t£t| 

^ Ci H ? 

a**!. 

> 9 * 


* 0 » 


!!|1 


n> » tf o !> 

alsglff 

I-. M 5 2?. hri 

Ig^Pgo 

.apg" 8 

Ifglli 

ig^*° 

CQ U> ^ r/5 



3 8 o'£ 
G p^ 



v* g.g.B.3 

ft) ft) P 00 
ggHO-P < 

P?1?S 


£$&«$ 
5 t 2 kJ <p 

CR ft) •-< 33 

a 5* ? S oS *“ 

m 5 ^ W W 

“ If™ §>$? f 

Scrag k< m". g* P». 

, 0 ? c § h§ 

S^ogjgg 

ia«& 

o{!E< g ft* 

^ o‘ ° O* S m 111 
«. o 2 P ‘ t ? i ” 

(D B & O. B to O' 

as 2 s I " § 


s-ajnii 
p s o §a 1 

p 5 :Sio 

O o P p 

&sa|g: ; 

Still 


1C ct ffl g 

§ te § 

** - m m t: 


.a* 


^ Cm H, 


Jr 4 p fZJ 3 

,8?5 5..U 


p rt o era o. 

P sT 5 <0 n> 
B.»Sgft 
rt ? “ 



h h> rt (1) 
p t- 4 n> 

o <; (-+, S' <5 

«» S o n> 'P 


o era o' o 

3 3 ft) *“*» 

• SJ S 3 g 
Spp-S^ 

s: 5 .9| 

*|M' 

.?*Uf 

f iBgg 


^ £ Pi Pi w ^ 

§ S3||<« 

s w li? o S g* 


O'- 


?S 


o cm 


a-“a?ig- 

3 JJ “ w S, 

Sf(0 W ’ 

fffl 



wa g s r 

4 g e- CD B p 

a-®!|!s- 

g g i a w 

^ V 4 ^ o 

Q. (t 'D (tl 

■Sag|l 

ptxi T ,< < § 


g Jf S 

^ f S’ 
* ® 2. 
•* B S' 
» 3 a 

5 52. w 

3 S' « 

3 S 2 

era 5 ^ 
p <4 <<5 

°&s 
® & § 
-p: 

t_i 

g t* s 

s; m ® 

Is & 

rf ¥ *3 



g g ?■■§ R S 

g: ^ S' o' cn „ 

s I?al| 


5 S w 
§ M 
* s-^g 

H» M P 

i-sf! 

l£Sf 

n> ^ rt> , , 


.«» P'h 


* ■ , W S • Vi i^s CU IW 

oFpP'B' . JO- <+ n m. 

^2 o pi 

E ?«8 & 

O W P 
O P CM 

6 w S.» 


• 3 $' 

1 & « 


o 4 

S-g B- 

p o _, M P 
S M O • 


w 

MfK 
i?ii 

j if 


H-. 0 

S 3h! 


52. 2 P 4 

gS-So 

®8»B 

® 5 '&sf 

3 & P 

■8 g<5 w 

1^8 I 

M3 4 Pi 

E2. |V 

P*S Iff 

P^ ,<T> 
S. w 

ep fp 
M Pi £ 


h-ffiftO' % 

^ n S n (D 


■sS 2 P 5 


fg 1 a 


<p 

? rt-IM 

p* p 

O W 


§iip 

h^SSo 

ia p 1 2 

era P 4 «S 
p <0 ^ eo 

Si-§|v 

"Si“ 8 ? 

p 4 ^ _ (P 

P a !f 

|B-aga 

M 2 il 


a xf 


° r 

◄ pT 


Monday, January 3, 1977 THE WASHINGTON POST 


t 

I 




List of 215 Incidents 
Of U.S. Showing Force 

Following is the list of 215 inci- 
dents in which the United States de- 
ployed its military forces for political 
impact as compiled by the Brookings 
Institution study: 

1. Coup and civil strife In Haiti Jan., 1944 

2. Security of Turkey March, 1944 

3. Political conflict In Greece April, 1944 

4. Civil war in China April, 1944 

5. Security of Trieste June, 1944 

6. Security of Turkey Aug., 1944 

7. Insrgents in Greece Sept., 1944 

8. Inagratlon of President In Chile Nov., 1944 

9. U.S. aircraft shot down by Ygoslavla Nov., 1944 

10. Political change In Lebanon Dec., 1944 

11. Inauguration of President In Uruguay Feb. 1947 

1 12. Civil war in Greece April, 1947 

13. Cuba support for anti-Trullllolsts May, 1947 

14. Security of Turkey May, 1947 

15. Security of Trieste Aug., 1947 

14. Elections in Italy t Nov., 1947 

17. Improved relations with Argentina Jan.. 1948 

18. Security of Berlin Jan., 1948 

19. Security of Trieste Jan., 1948 

20. Arab-lsrael war Jan., 1948' 

21. Interests in Persian Gulf Jan., 1948 

22. Security of Norway April, 1948 

23. Security of Berlin April, 1948 

24. Security of Berlin June, 1948 

25. Change of government In China Dec., 1949 

26. Political developments In Indochina March, 1950 

27. France-Vlet Minh war June, 1950 

23. Korean War: Formosa Straits June, 1950 

29. Korean War: Security of Europe July, 1950. 

30. Political developments in Lebanon Aug., 1950 

31. Security of Yugoslavia March, 1951 

32. Inauguration of President In Liberia Jan., 1952 

33. Improved relations with Spain Jan., 1952 

34. Security of Turkey Aug., 1952 

35. Political developments in Lebanon Nov., 1952 

36. Chlna-Taiwan conflict Feb., 1953 

37. Soviet airraft fire on NATO . 

aircraft March, 1953 

38. End of war In . Korea July, 1953 

. 39. Security of Japan/South Korea Aug., ]£53 

40. France-Vlet Minh war: DIenbienphu March, 1954 

41. Guatemala accepts Soviet bloc 

support May, 1954 

42. France-Vlet Mlhn war: DIenbienphu July, 1954 

43. British airliner shot down by China July, 1954 

44. China-Talwan conflict: Tachen . 

•Islands Aug., 1954 


45. Election In Honduras Sept., 1954 

44. Accord on Trieste * Oct., 1954 

47. Nicaragua supports Insurgents In 

Costa Rica Jan., 1955 

48. Austria state treaty Aug., 1955 

49. China-Talwan conflict j - Jan., 1954 

50. Egypt-lsrael conflict: Red Sea Feb., 1956 

51. British Gen. Glubb ousted In Jordan April, 1954 

52. Egypt nationalizes Suez Canal • July, 1956 

53. Suez crisis , ^ , Oct., 1954 

54. Security of U.S. military personnel . 

and bases In Morocco^ Oct., 1954 

55. Egypt-lsrael conflict: Red Sea Feb., 1957 

56. Political-military crisis in Indonesia Feb., 1957 

57. Political-military crisis In Jordan April, 1957 

58. Civil strife In Taiwan, May, 957 

59. Coup and civil strife In Haiti June, 1957 

60. Civil strife and elections in Lebanon June, 1957 

61. Chlna-Taiwan conflict July* 1957 

62. Political developments In Syria Aug., 1957 

63. Indonesla-Netheriands crisis pec-* 1957 

64. ‘ Coup and civil strife .In Venezuela Jan., 1958 
65 Political-military crisis In Indonesia Feb., 1958 

66. Political crisis In Lebanon May, 1958 

67. Security, of Vice President Nixon 

Venezuela , , , May, 1958 

68. Americans seized by Insurgents In 

Cuba July# 1958 

69. Political' crisis In Lebanon 

70. Political crisis In Jordan July, 1958 

71. Chlna-alwan crisis: Quemoy and a 

Matsu • . J u ' y ' 3 

72. Insurgents In Cuba . Oct., 1958 

73. Castro seizes power In Cuba Jan., 19W 

. -if 

77.' Insurgents: Panama April',' 1959 

78 Securltyof Berlin May, 1959 

79*. China-Talwan conflict July. 1959 

80. Civil war In Laos Aug., 1959 

81 Cuba supports insurgents: Haiti Aug., 1959 

82. Political developments In Cuba Nov., 1959 

83. Improved relations with Indonesia Nov., 1959 

84. AiitICastro Insurgents overfly Cuba Feb., 1960 

85. Unidentified submartne off Argentina Feb., I960 

86. insurgents In Cuba, „ April, 1960 

87. Political-military crisis In Congo July, 32J2 

88. Political developments In Cuba Auo., 1960 

89. Coup and ctvll war In Laos Aug., 1960 

90. Civil war In the Congo Sept ^1960 

91. Cuba supports Insurgents: Guatemala/Ni- 

faraaua Nov.# 1960 

92. Security of Guantanamo base ^ Cuba 

93. Improved relations with Iraq Dec., I960 

94. Insurgents seize Portuguese ship Santa 

M 95. i8 Civll war in Congo Jan-, 1961 

& os! X'wesfern Union <$£ 

98 Bav of Pigs April, 1961 

99! Truilllo assassinated In Dominican Republic 
JUIlC# 1961 

100. Unidentified submarine off Ecuador June, 1961 

101. Elections and civil strife in Zanzibar 

• June, 1961 

102. Security of Berlin June, 1961 

103. Security of Kuwait June, 1961 

104. Truilllo refuses to leave Dominican Republic 

NOVif 1V6I 

105. Civil war In South Vietnam Dec., 1961, 

106. Security of Guantanamo base n Cuba 

Jan.# 1962 

107. Civil war In South Vietnam A Feb., 1962 

108. Civil strife In Guatemala March, 1962 

109. Hostile Soviet naval activity In the Baltic 

Sea May# 1962 

110. Civil war In Laos Maw 1962 

111. Improved relations with Iceland June, 1962 

112. China-Talwan conflict , June, 1962 

113. Political developments In Haiti Aug., 1962 

114. Soviet emplacement of missiles Cuba 

115. Chlna-lndla wai- ' , Oct., 1962 

116. Political instability In Guatemala Dec., 1962 

117. Inauguration of President In Dominican 

Republic Feb., 1963 

118. Insurgents seize Venezuelan mechantman 

Anzoatequi Feb., 1963 

119. Civil War in Yemen Feb., 1963 

120 Dominican Republic-Haltl conflict April, 1963 

121. Withdrawal of missiles from Turkey April, 1963 

122. Political crisis in Jordan April, 1963 

123. Civil war In Laos April, 1963 

124 Civil war In Laos May, 1963 

125. Buddhist crisis In South Vietnam', June, 1963 

126. Dominican Republlc-Hati conflict Aug., 1963 

127. Coup In Dominican Republic Sept., J£63 

128. China-Talwan crisis Sept., 1963 

129. Security of Berlin Oct., 1963 

130. Indonesia-Malaysla conflict Nov., 1963 

131. Cuba supports Insurgents: Venezuela Nov., 1963 

132. Improved relations with Israel Nov., 1963 

133. Assassination of Diem in South Vietnam 

NOV., 1963 


134. Improved relations with Soviet Unton 

135. Cuba supports Insurgents: Mexico Jan., 1964 

136. Security of Panama Canal Zone Jap., 1964 

137. Coup and civil strife In Zanzibar Jan., 1964 

138. Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis Jan., 1964 

139. Coup In South Vietnam J964 

140. Coup In Brazil , „ March, 1964 

141. Political developments In Cambodia 

March, 1964 

142. Security of Guantanomo base in Cuba 

April, 1964 

143. Civil war In Laos April, 1964 

144. Elections In Panama May, 1964 

145. Civil strife in British Guiana May, 1964 

146. Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis June, 1964 

147. Cuba supports insurgents: Dominican Re- 
public July, 1964 

148. Civil war In Congo Aug., 1964 

149. Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis Aug., 1964 

150. Insurgents in Haiti Aug., 1964 

151. North Vietnam fires on U.S. ships: 

Tonkin Gulf Aug., 1964 

152. IndonesIa-Maiaysia crisis Sept., 1964 

153. Cuba supports Insurgents In Venezuela 

Oct., 1964 

154. Civil war In the Congo: hosiages in 

Stanleyville ' Nov., 1964 

155.. Vietcong attack Blenhoa barracks In S.f. 

Vietnam Nov., 1964 

156. Worsened relations with Tanzania Jan.,1965 

157. Vietcong attack Pleiku air base in S. 

Vtotnam . ' Feb., 196* 

158. Vietcong attack Qulnhon barracks in S. 

Vietnam Feb., 1965 

159. Civil war in Dominican Republic April. 1965 

160 Cuba support insurgents: British Guiana 

April, 1965 

161. West German parliament meets In .Berlin 

• April, 1965 

162. Cuba supports insurgents: Venezuela May, 1965 

163. War in Vietnam: wlthdrav/al of troops 

from Europe July, 1965 

164. Political developments In Cyprus July 1965 

165. Civil war in Yemen Aug., 1965 

166. Civil war In Dominican Republic Sept., 1965 

167. Indla-Pakistan war Sept., 1965 

168. Attempted coup in Indonesia Oct., 1965 

169. Improved relations with Egypt Sept. ,1966 

170. Israel attacks Jordan: Samu Dec., ,1966 

171. Insurgents in Thailand Dec., 1966. 

172. Coup In Greece April, 1967- 

173. Improved relations with France May, . 1967 

174. Arab-lsrael war May,. 1967 

175. Insurgents In the Congo July,, 1967 

176. Political developments in Cyprus Aug., 1967 

177. Egypt sinks Israeli destroyer Eilat Oct., 1967 

178. Pueblo seized by North Korea Jan., 1968 

179. Invasion of Czechoslovakia Sept., 1968 

180. Israel attacks Lebanon: Beirut airport 

Dec., 1968 

181. North Korea attacks South Korean fishing 

boats Dec., 1968 

182. EC-121 shot down by North Korea April, 1969 

183. Civil strife in Curacao May,. 1969 

184. Political developments in Libya Noy., 1969 

185. Insurgents in Haiti April, 1970 

186. Civil strife in Trinidad ApHI, 1970 

187. Civil strife in Jordan June, 1970 

188. Arab-lsrael cease-fire agreement Aug., 1970 

189. Civil war in Jordan Sept., 1970 

190. Soviet c/jLrnarine base in Cuba Oct., 1970 

191. Civil war in Cambodia Jan., 1971 

192. Withdrawal of troops from South 

Korea Feb., 1971 

193. Duvaller dies In Haiti April, 1971 

194. Improved relations with Soviet / „„ 

Union April, 1971 

195. Stand-down in Sea of Japan May, 1971 

196. Indla-Pakistan (Bangladesh) war Dec., 1971 

197. Seizure of merchantmen by Cuba Feb., 1972 

198. North Vietnam offensive in South • 

Vietnam May, .1*72 . 

199. Breakdown in peace talks with 

North Vietnam Dec., 1972 

200. Civil war in Laos Feb., 1973 

201. Civil war In Cambodia Feb., 1973 

202. Peace agreement with North . . ’• ‘ 

Vietnam Feb;, 1973 

203. Civil strife in Lebanon May> 1973 

204. Civil war in Cambodia. Au9., 1973 

205. Arab-lsrael war 2^1973- 

206. Arab oil embargo ? ctw 325 

207. Civil war in Cambodia ’ Jan., 1974 

208. Egypt-lsrael Sinai agreement Feb^, 1974 

209. Improved relations with Egypt' Aprils 1974 

210. Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis July, 1974 

' 211. Arab oil policy ' Nov. 1974 

• .212. Collapse of regime In South . 

Vietnam March, 1975 

213. Collapse of regime In Cambodia April, 1975 

214. Improved relations with Soviet 

Union May, 1975 

215. Cambodia seizes U.S. merchantman 

Mayaguez May, 1975 
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